THE MEBHETT MYSTERY
which she gave to the two constables immediately after the
occurrence; her subsequent variation was due to reaction
from the shock she had sustained* Her original and final
statement was corroborated by the accused himself, who on
the very day that his mother was shot informed his friends
Christie and Scott that he had "gone through to the kitchen
and told the maid/* As to the Infirmary evidence, the doctors
and nurses, the friends and relatives who saw and spoke to
Mrs. Merrett, were all fully convinced that she was then
perfectly clear and normal. Professor Robertson admitted
that if there were corroboration of what she said, it was of
value as evidence; and so far as possible this was corroborated.
Not until experiments had been made at the flat in the week
following the tragedy did the accused say that the pistol was
in the bureau drawer, and suggest that there had been an
accident; till then his story to his friends and to the police
was suicide.
Having reviewed the evidence relating to the position of
the pistol when found and the disappearance of the unfinished
letter to Mrs. Anderson, counsel turned to a consideration of
the expert evidence. If Mrs. Merrett knew nothing" about
the pistol that evidence was of no value, and the alternative
of suicide or accident was excluded. Was it conceivable that
this lady, sitting quietly in her room, writing a letter to her
friend that had nothing to do with money matters, should
suddenly take the pistol out of the bureau, and shoot herself
in the presence of her only child ? After going through the
medical evidence on the question of the distance of the dis-
charge, he argued that if there had been any sign of blackening
it must have been seen by the Infirmary doctors and the nurse,
who looked for it and found none. Therefore this was not
a near discharge. Mrs. Merrett had no motive to commit
suicide: the circumstances were all against it. She had seen
the second letter about the overdraft; and she sits down
placidly to write to her friend. The position of the accused
that morning was this: he had stolen his mother's money, and
the risk of detection and all that it involved was drawing near,
His Lordship submitted that what happened was that the
accused stood beside his mother with the pistol in his hand,
and whether the fear of detection or the impulse of the moment